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What is the purpose of our life?  

One truth is that we are alive today. Another is that we will die tomorrow. The 
question is – do we live and die without a purpose? Or is there a purpose behind 
our existence? 

When we ask other questions, the answers come very easily. 

Q: Why do you study? 

Ans: To succeed or to get a job 

 

Q: Why do you work? 

Ans: To earn money and sustenance 

 

Q: Why do you marry? 

Ans: To have a partner in life, fulfill desires lawfully, have a family. 

 

All these are easy questions. But when we ask-  

Q: What have you been created for? 

- Now you don’t have a clear answer. Maybe many responses, but nothing 
convincing. 
 

We get answers like 

-To enjoy ourselves 

-To construct and build civilizations 

-To learn and teach 

-To love and spread love etc…  

But is that all? To live, to eat, to marry, to sleep, to work and then to die! Is that 
all? Have we been made only to live like animals i.e. carrying out our instincts 
and then to die? What a foolish purpose! What is the use of such a purpose? 
Surely when we as humans have minds to think, decide and control our various 
faculties, we have definitely been created for a greater purpose than this. What is 
that purpose? These notes are an answer to that question. 

We need to ask: Who am I? Why am I created? Is there a purpose to my life? 
Why am I here?  
 

Our Existence – Purposeful or Purposeless? 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Jathiyah 45:24  
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“And they say, "There is not but our worldly life; we die and live, and 
nothing destroys us except time." And they have of that no knowledge; 
they are only assuming.” 

When we look around, do we find anything happening without a reason, a 
purpose? The answer is NO. Nothing happens without a purpose, nothing is done 
without a purpose.   

How then can we assume that the whole human race is here without a purpose? 
Yes, there is a strong reason why we are here on Earth! It is important for every 
human being to find out this reason before it is TOO LATE! 

We did not arrive on this planet by our own sweet will. And neither will we depart 
from this planet at our own sweet will. Which means there is a Supreme Being – 
the Creator and Controller, who has created us and controls our birth and death. 

The Purpose of Our Existence! 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Az-Zaariyaat 51:56 

“And I did not create the Jinn1 and Mankind except to worship Me.”

Mankind has been created to worship the Almighty.  

The Creator’s favours on us. 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah An-Nahl 16:18 

 

“And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not (even) count 
them.” 

When we live on His earth, eat what He has provided us, breathe from His air, 
live under the protection of His sky, use the organs given by him, drink from the 
water given by him… then shouldn’t we be worshipping Him. So many are the 
favours bestowed by Him that we cannot even count them. We know some 
favours, but there are so many others that we do not even know, which are 

                                                 
1
 They are another creation of Allah who also have a free will like us. Their world is hidden from our eyes. 
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concealed from us – then how can we count them.

Should we not be grateful and worship him 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Baqarah 2:21 

 

“O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, 
that you may become righteous.”

This life is a test. 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Mulk 67:2 

 

“[He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in 
deed” 

Yes, dear Brothers and Sisters – this life is a TEST! The test is whether a person 
does good deeds or does bad deeds, whether he follows the truth or follows 
falsehood. This is an Exam. And the purpose why we are here on earth is to pass 
this Exam. 

Different types of tests 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Ambiya 21:35 

“Every soul will taste death. And We test you with evil and with good as 
trial; and to Us you will be returned.” 
 
Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Ana’am 6:561 

“He is the One Who has made you the inheritors of the earth and raised 
some of you in ranks over others so that He may test you in what He has 
given you.”  

Some people are being tested with money, some with poverty; some with power; 
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some with weakness; some with honor, some with the lack of it; some with ease 
and some with difficulty. 

When will the Results be declared?  

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Ale Imran 3:185 

 

“Every soul will taste death, and you will only be given your [full] 
compensation on the Day of Resurrection. So he who is drawn away from 
the Fire and admitted to Paradise has attained [his desire]. And what is the 
life of this world except the enjoyment of delusion.” 

After the life in this world there is a life after death. We all, every single one of us 
(past, present and future) will be raised back to life. No one will be able to escape 
that day. We will find ourselves alive once again. But there will be no deeds then 
– only the results of our deeds. 

For Sure! 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Mu’min 95:14 

“Indeed, the Hour is coming - no doubt about it - but most of the people 
do not believe.” 

Everyone for himself – no one will be bothered about others 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Baqarah 2:123 

“Guard yourselves against the day when one soul shall not avail another, 
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no ransom shall be taken, no intercession shall profit anyone, and no help 
shall be given.” 
 
Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Baqarah 2:48 

“Guard yourselves against the day on which one soul shall not avail 
another, no intercession shall be accepted, no ransom shall be taken and 
no help shall be given.” 

On that day we won’t have our wealth, our possessions, our relatives, our 
spouses, our parents, our friends. On that day everybody will be bare and alone, 
the same way we were first born on earth. The only thing with us on that day will 
be our Deeds. 

 

Perfect Justice 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Az- Zalzalah 44:6-7 

 

“So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it,
And whoever does an atom's weight of evil will see it.” 

That will be the day when every single person shall see the consequences of his 
deeds. Every one on whom wrong was done; justice will be done to him. Every 
atom will be accounted. 

Passing Percentage? 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Qaaria 101:6-11 
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“Then as for one whose scales are heavy [with good deeds], He will be in a 
pleasant life. But as for one whose scales are light, His refuge will be an 
abyss. And what can make you know what that is? It is a Fire, intensely 
hot.” 

Good deeds need to be more than bad deeds for a person to pass, since the 
scale of good deeds should be heavier. Apparently it appears like anything more 
than 50% to pass. [Read next section] 

The generosity of Allah 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Anaam 6:160 

 “Whoever comes [on the Day of Judgement] with a good deed will have 
ten times the like thereof [to his credit], and whoever comes with an evil 
deed will not be recompensed except the like thereof; and they will not be 
wronged.” 

All good deeds will be multiplied at least 10 times, some more than that! Hence 5 
deeds will weigh like 50+! The passing percentage appears to be about 5%. 

Still most of mankind will fail  

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Aaraaf 7:179 

“And We have certainly created for Hell many of the jinn and mankind. 
They have hearts with which they do not understand, they have eyes with 
which they do not see, and they have ears with which they do not hear. 
Those are like cattle; rather, they are more astray. It is they who are the 
heedless.” 

“(And surely, We have created for Hell) We made a share in the Fire for, (many of 
the Jinn and mankind) We prepared them for it by their performance of the deeds 
of its people. When Allah intended to create the creation, He knew what their 
work will be before they existed.”2  

However he gave them a free will, whoever wants to take the path to paradise 

                                                 
2
 Tafseer Ibn Katheer – in commentary of 7:179 
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may do so, whoever wants to take the path to Hell may do so! They have hearts 
by which they have stopped feeling due to their rejection of the truth, eyes which 
can no longer see the truth; ears just can’t hear the truth. What is the use of 
having intelligence, eyes and ears if a person did not even find out his purpose of 
existence in his entire life? Such existence is like being an animal, nay, worse 
than animals! 

 
Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Ad-Dahr 76:3 

“Indeed, We guided him to the way, be he grateful or be he ungrateful.” 

[Also see, Qur’an 13:11] 

The Treason - The unforgivable sin  

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah An- Nisa 4:48 

“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what 
is less than that, for whom He wills. And he, who associates others with 
Allah, has certainly fabricated a tremendous sin.” 

Among bad deeds there is one such deed which will be counted as treason in the 
court of our Creator on the Day of Judgment. That sin is associating partners with 
the one true God. All around us there are clear proofs of the Oneness .of our 
Creator. If there were more than one god there would have been confusion and 

chaos in the universe.
3
 If we take a glance around, we can see the absolute 

harmony in everything in this universe. Imagine if Venus or Mars would shift even 
a few cms from their orbit, then in due time they would collide with earth. If we 
ponder we can see millions of such other examples. If there were more than one 
God, there would have been disputes with one another, each god trying to fulfill 
his will against the will of the other gods and some would have defeated others. 

Each one would have taken away what he had created.
4
 If god is defeated or 

unable to defeat then He is surely not the one true god. And why does god 
almighty need a partner? Isn’t He perfect? Isn’t He the totally Independent One, 
the One free from all needs? If we say that two different gods take care of 
different aspects of the needs of the creation e.g. one supplies rain while another 
is the Sun god, or one is the god of money and the other god of knowledge, then 
this indicates that one “god” is incompetent of certain acts and moreover he is 

                                                 
3 Qur'an 21:22 
4 Qur'an 23:91 
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also ignorant of the other God’s powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities. 
The Almighty God is not incompetent or ignorant. He is Perfect! He does not 
need wives, sons and sharers. This is clear to any mind which ponders. If anyone 
appears on the Day of Judgment having associated partners with the one true 
God, then he will NEVER be forgiven. 

Regrets 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Furqan 25:27 

“And the Day the wrongdoer will bite on his hands [in regret] he will say, 
"Oh, I wish I had taken with the Messenger a way.” 
 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Ar-Rum 30:12 

“The guilty will be struck dumb with despair” 

The realization will dawn on everyone, that yes I have been raised back to life by 
my Creator. That will be the day of very severe regrets for the wrongdoers. 

Those who Pass… 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al Baqarah 2:25 

“And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous deeds that 
they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers flow. Whenever 
they are provided with a provision of fruit there from, they will say, "This is 
what we were provided with before." And it is given to them in likeness. 
And they will have therein purified spouses, and they will abide therein 
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eternally.” 

Those who succeed will go to Paradise. The unimaginably beautiful place with 
ever fresh gardens, rivers flowing beneath them, fruits hanging low and such in 
taste that there is no comparison to anything on earth. There will be peace, 
security, not even a lurking sense of injury, good companionship, pure spouses, 
the best of the pleasures, all, all that the heart desires and above all knowing that 
our Lord is pleased with us and our striving. There will be no hurt nor harm, nor 
any hurting words, but happiness in its most perfect sense. Happiness which will 
last not flee as it does in this world. 

Those who Fail… 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah An-Nisa 4:56 

 

“Those who reject our Signs, we shall soon cast into the fire: as often as 

their skins are roasted through, we shall change them for fresh skins, that 

they may taste the penalty”. 

But those who fail will go to Hell, the worst place that a person can be in. They 
will be in the blazing fire. So much that their entire garments will be of fire. The 
drink there will be boiling, fetid water which will hurt unbearably and not quench 
the thirst. To eat therein will be a tree called Zaqqum which will neither nourish, 
nor satisfy hunger but will burn the interiors of a person. So much that death will 
come from all sides, yet a person will not die! None will be permitted to endure 
this punishment and none who are there will be left alone! All this punishment or 
reward will be borne by our physical bodies. We take so much care of our bodies 
here. Why not take long term care and have correct belief and do correct 
actions? 

Come, See the Signs! 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Fusilat 41:53 

 

“Soon will We (God) show them Our Signs in the (furthest) regions (of the 
earth) and in their own souls, until it becomes manifest to them that THIS 
IS THE TRUTH” 

Today, we can’t see God Almighty, the Day of Judgment, Heaven and Hell. But 
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this is the test! The day when mankind will see all this happening – NO ONE will 
disbelieve. But belief will be of no use then. The exam will be over. The test is to 
believe in all this while they are unseen. There are clear signs all around us to 
guide us. What were we 100 years back? Today we are living and vibrant. Who 
did this? Surely our Creator! After we die something of us will still be left in 
nature. When god can make us once out of nothing then surely to create us out 
of something is not difficult for Him. Let’s look around - there are so many signs 
for those who want to see! The earth goes dead in a particular season then when 
the rains come, it comes back to life! Who does that? The Creator. Similarly the 
same Creator will bring us back to life after our death. 

Decide today – the decision is yours  

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Al-Najm 53:39 

“And that there is not for man except that [good] for which he strives” 
 

Allah says in the Qur’an in Surah Ar-Rahmaan 55:13  

 

“So which of the favors of your Lord would you deny?” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, we have just one chance here on earth. The life after 
death is the Reality. The Judgment day, Heaven and Hell are all true. Why not 
sincerely search the truth and achieve the purpose of our existence with surety of 
faith. Let’s do it before it is too late. 

 

 


